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Spirit of leader will live on

HE Ahmadiyyd
TMuslim Community
announced this week

the sad news that their
‘world-wide spiritual.head,
Hadrat Mirza Tahlr
Ahmad. died on April 19th
at 9.30am. '
The association, whick

has a large following in’

Hounslow, housed its worid-
wide head quarters in
Putney, after Hadrat Mirza
Tahir Abmad was forced (o
leave Pakistan having been

subjected to religious
persecution.

Hadrat Mirza Tahir
4hmad was born on

pecember 18th in Qadian,

india, the son of Hadhral
Bashir-ud-Din’

Mirza
Mahmud Ahmad, (the
Promised Reformer and the
second Successor 1o Hadral
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the
Founder of the Ahmadiyya
Mushim Community. The
Community believe that
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad was the Promised
Messiah and Mahdi, as
foretold by the Hold Prophgt’
of Islam. -
Whilst  his  initial
education was in Qadian and
Lahore in India, he then
progressed to Rabwah in
Pakistan, finally coming to
England in 1955 1o complete
his studgies at the School of
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Oriental and African Studies:
3t the University of London. -

Hadrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad was President of the:
Central Auxiliary:
Association for Youth,
President for the Central
Auxiliary Association for the:
Elders of the Community
and aa International
‘Secretary in the Central
Executive Board.

He was clected as the
fourth successor on June
10th, 1982. Religious

uwnon torced him to
move to Southfields, where
he took up residence at the
Fazal Mosque in 1984. This
subsequently became the
centre of the Ahmadiyya
Community’s activities and
where Hadrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad conducted all the
Community's world-wide
affairs.

Hadrat Mirza Tezhir
Ahmad's dynamism during
his 21 years in office created
an international 24-hour
satellite TV station called
*‘Muslim Television’
Ahmadiyya Intemational’, as
well as a huge increase in
membership. taking 1t from
10 million 0 more than 200
miltion in 174 countnes.

His immense and varied
knowledge endeared him to
his many and varied global
\ audiences. He twravelled!

sxiensively 1o visit members;
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of the Community

rhroughcut the world apd|

was lireless in his efforts
lead and guide
Community through great
change and progress.

Apart from his rehgious
and spiritual duties. he was
also a bomeopathi
physician, a prolific writer. 3
gifted poet and a keen
sportsman. His dearly
beloved wife Syeda Asila
Begum. passed away in
1997, but he is survived by
four chitdren.

Hadhrat Mirza Masroor
Ahmad. Khalifatul Masih V.
was elected as successor on
April 22nd. He is the son of
Mirza Mansoor Ahmad,
the grandson of the late
Sahibzada Mirza Sharif
Abmad and the great
grandson of the Founder of
the Ahmadiyya Mushm-
Community Hadhrat Mirza’
Chulam Ahmad of Qadian. |

Ahmadi Mushims are
distinguished by their
devotion to faith and chanty.
the exercise of humility in ail
walks of life
expounding the message ol
Islam*as a rehgion of peace

and upiversal brotherhood o
al! mankind. The Communtty.
wholly rejects the concept of,
Dihad with force and were the:
first 1o condemn (Crronsm.

and suicide bombings.
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Obituary
Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahman 18 Bec 1928 - 19 April 03

Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, the fourth
Khahfah  of  the  Ahmadivva Mushim
Communine passed away in ~London at 9.30
am on Saturday the 19th April 2003 due to
heart  failure  leaving  the  Ahmadiyya
Community in shock and grief. Mirza Tahir
Ahmad was the son of Hadhrat Mirza
Bashivuddin  Mabhmud  Ahmad  and  the
grandson of the founder of Ahmadiyvvat,
Hadheat Mirza Ghulam Abmad, the Promised
Messiah and Mahdi Mieza Tabir Ahnud was
the fourth Khalifsh, Hadhear Mirza Masroor
Alimad has been elected as the new Khalifah,

Born in Qadian, Punjab, India on 18th.
December 1928, he completed his schooling
in Qadian m 1944 and studied for two vears at.
Government College Lahore. In 1949 he
entered Jamia Ahamadivya, a college intended
exclusively for the training of the missionaries
of the Ahmadivya Movement in Iskam. After!
his graduation, he studied at London
University, School of Oriental and African
Studdies. )

Returning  to Rabwah, Pakistan, m
October 1937, he involved himself in the
foretront  of the rapidly expanding
organisanional work of the Ahmadiyya Jamaat,

and decided todevote his life to the cause ot

RTI .
In 1958, he was made in charge of Wagf-
e-ladid. 2 deparoment that s p-.\rticulnr!_\'l
‘concerned with the spiritual and educationali
welfare of the rural areas of Pakistan and lndia.!
As the vice president and later president of the!
Mailis Khuddam ul Ahmadiyya (Association of
the Ahmadi men age 15-40 he was engaged in’
a mumber of constructve activities refated with:
‘eehucation and traming of the members of the
i:\]'ln'l'.ldi.\‘_\'ﬂ Movement. In 1979 he was elecred
President of Majlis Ansarullah (Association for-
men over 40), a post he held tll his election w0
the highest office of Khalifa. He was elected to
the high office of Khalifatual Masih the fourth.
on 10th June 1982. '

One of the early official tasks undertaken’ |

>y him in that capacity was the opening of the.
first mosque built in Spain after five hundred
vears at Pedrobad near Cordoba. His duties as.
Khalifa ranged from leading all the fivej

.il)lig;\ml'y pravers,  gwving :mtl‘mritntiw:i
wmswers to various questions relating not only;
to theology but the whole sphere of social and;
political subjects, granting private audiences
to people who flocked to London to consult
um. :
Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Alimad was a

prolific  writer, his  works  included

Rationality, Revelation, Knowledge and

Truth’: Contemporary Issues in Islam’;

Absolute Justic Kindness and Kingship® and

Murder in the Name of Allah’. An expert in

Homeopathy, Mirzy Tahir Ahmad wrote an

suthoritative reference book on homeopathy

ind gave free medical advice to tnnumerable

patients,

Mirza Tahir Ahmad had a chansmaric

personalit. He was a man of many talents, a.
scholar, well acquainted with scientific imatters.
and  foreign  affairs, 2 sportsman,  an-
administrator, 2 poe: and an orator. His talks

and debates were widely acclaimed. he was

admired and loved by the Ahmadiyya Muslim

Community as well as others on accountof his

warm and friendly nature. His personality

combined scholasticism with a sense of
humour making him an  extremely

approachable figure.

© After his arrival in England in 1984, the
‘Movement has experienced an accelerated
'pace of progress worldwide. Many new!
-projects has been introduced. The ranslation,
‘of the Quran has been published inw 34
languages up to now. His dvnamic leadership,
has enabled the Movement to move to new;
countries. The Community has now spread to;
176 countries. He set up an international
Television  channel  ‘Mushm  Television;
Ahmadiyva™ (MTA) based in London whu.‘h:
broadeasts 24 hours a day and is run by
volunteers. The number of the Ahmadis
increased to more than 170 million under his’
leadership.

Thousands of mourners from all over the
world arrived at the London Mosque to pay
their homage. After the funeral pravers, led by
the new Khalifah Hadhrat Mirza Masroor
Ahmad, Mirza Tahir Ahmad was buried in a

special enclosure in Ishimabad, Surrey.

SN DU Y™ LU en s’ S5

“The shining, domed building off
London Road shows Morden's
most intriguing building - the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Baitul Futuh
Mosque - is taking shape apace.

Work on the former Express
Dairies site, costing £5million,
began two years ago and is’
expected to be finished by October,
77 years after the association’s first
mosque was formally opened in’
Southfields.

The mosque, which will hecome
the association’s UK home, will
accommodate 3,000 worshippers,,
gnd cther buildings on the site
including gym, function hall and;
conference rooms, will be for all of:
;_t:e community to share and bene-|

it. !

This idea of inclusivity is one
cultivated by its late spiritual head
Hadhrat M'-za Tahir Ahmad.
When Hadhrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad died on April 19, tributes
poured in from the 174 countries
across the world where the com-
munity is represented.

The father of four had served as
the fourth head of the community

since 1982. His early education was
. in Qadian, India, and then at Gov-

-ernment College, Lahore, and Rab-.

(14)
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wah, Pakistan. [n 1955 he came to
England to complete his studies.
He served the community in vari-
ous capacities, but religious perse-
cution caused him to leave
Pakistan for Southfields in 1984,
from where he conducted and
supervised all the community’s
affairs worldwide. The association

-has been persecuted because of its
‘central belief that its founder,
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,

was the promised Messiah and
Mahdi,

Under his leadership the commu-
nity grew from 10million members
0 more than 200million.

The leader travelled extensively,
and was a keen student of world
‘history. Urder his guidance, the
Holy Quran, the Moslem holy
‘book, was translated into most
major languages.

. The community's electoral col-
lege convened in London on Apri
22 and elected Hadhrat Mirza Mas.
roor Ahmad as its new spirityg]
leader. He then led the funerap
prayer for kis predecessor at [s)am.
abad, Tilford, Surrey, on Apri) 23

attended by 40,000 peopje, '
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